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Using Closed Captioning
• To start using CC, click the caption 

button

Uso de la interpretación de idiomas

• Hagan clic en el icono de interpretación

• Seleccionen “Spanish”

• Después de seleccionar “español”, hagan clic 
"Mute Original Audio"



Introducing Chat Cat
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Please provide 
responses in the 

chat when 
prompted.



Today’s Agenda
• Introduction
• About CADRE
• What is School Choice?
• Different Options for School Settings 
• Critical Importance of Informed 

Choice
• Key Differences in Federal Laws
• Dispute Resolution Protections 

under Section 504 and IDEA
• Helping Parents Make Informed 

Choices
• CADRE Resources 

4



Quick Poll
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The National Center on IDEA 
Dispute Resolution (DR)  

Since 1998, CADRE has served as the national technical assistance center under 
the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), 
serving all 50 states and 10 entities/territories.

State Education 
Agencies

OSEP-funded 
Parent Centers

Early 
Intervention 

Lead Agencies

CADRE provides 
technical 

assistance via 
products and 
services to:

Families Educators Practitioners TA Providers
6



CADRE’s Major Activities  

• Communities of Practice and 
Workgroups

• Resource Development and Distribution
• Trainings and Webinars
• Research Database & Literature Briefs
• System Improvement Support  and DR 

Data Analysis Tools
• National Symposia  
• Targeted and Intensive Technical 

Assistance
• And more…
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The information offered in this presentation is not intended to represent 
legal advice. The presenter is not an attorney. Opinions expressed are not 
represented to be an official or unofficial interpretation of guidance from 
the U.S. Department of Education or CADRE. Application of any 
information presented may be affected by your State’s statutes, 
regulations, local policies and practices, and unique fact patterns of a 
particular case. 

CADRE’s Disclaimer
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What is School Choice?
In the broadest sense, school choice refers to policies and programs that 
allow families to use public education funds or credits to select the 
elementary or secondary school they determine fits their child's needs, 
rather than being limited to a neighborhood public school based on 
residency.  

Left Leaning/Liberal Views
Access & Equitability Concerns;

 Defunding Public Education Hurts 
Outcomes for Most Children

Right Leaning/Conservative Views  
Parental Freedom;

Competition & Innovation Promote 
Better Outcomes
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Different Public School Settings  

• Traditional Public Schools: Neighborhood schools funded by local taxes, 
offering standard curriculum and services.

• Magnet Schools: Public schools with specialized programs (e.g., arts, STEM) to 
attract diverse students, often with selective admission.

• Charter Schools: Publicly-funded but independently run, offering more flexibility 
in curriculum and governance than traditional public schools.

• Virtual/Online Schools: Publicly available education delivered primarily online, 
offering flexibility.

• State Schools: Specialized residential and day schools operated by the state 
designed to serve students with specific disabilities, such as those who are deaf 
and/or blind.
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Non-Public School Settings  

• Private Schools: (Tuition-based)
• Independent Schools: Non-religious private schools, often with unique 

philosophies and approaches (e.g., Montessori, private charters)
• Parochial/Religious Schools
• Boarding Schools

• Alternative Schools: Broad category for non-traditional and non-public options 
(e.g., vocational centers, therapeutic schools, military schools, programs for at risk 
youth).

• Homeschooling: Education provided by parents, sometimes supplemented by co-
ops or online resources.
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What is the most common alternative to public school in your 
state?



Common Financial Options Regarding School 
Choice (Varies by State)

• Vouchers: Government-funded certificates to pay for private school tuition.
• Tax Credits/Deductions: Individuals or organization to fund scholarships to use 

toward private school tuition.
• Education Savings Accounts (ESAs): Funds deposited into family-controlled 

accounts for various educational expenses, including private school, tutoring, 
curriculum, therapies, and online learning.  

Financial options are not the only considerations 
for making an informed decision about school 

choice.
What else should parents consider when deciding to 

remove their child from the public school system?
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Informed School Choice: 
Federal Laws Impacting the Children 

with Disabilities and their Families

• Title II and Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act
• Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act
• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)



Title II and Title III of the ADA

• Title II applies to all state and 
local government services. 

• Prohibits discrimination
• Ensures effective and 

accessible communication 
(including Section 508 – 
accessible docs)

• Requires program accessibility 
through facility modification, 
barrier removal, or alternative 
methods.

• Title III applies to private 
businesses and nonprofits open to 
the public

• Prohibits discrimination 
• Ensures effective communication 

(e.g., interpreters, assistive
listening devices)

• Provides accessibility for new 
construction and alterations and 
removal of barriers when "readily 
achievable.”

• Does not apply to religious 
entities.
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Section 504 and the IDEA
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CIVIL RIGHTS 
LAW

ENTITLEMEN
T LAW



Difference Between an IEP and a 504 Plan

IEP
• Child has a qualifying disability, 

and the disability must 
significantly impact the child’s 
education.

• Requires individualized program 
to meet unique needs of student.

• Does not follow student into 
higher education.

504
• The child has a physical or mental 

impairment which substantially 
limits one or more major life 
activities.

• Requires reasonable physical 
modifications (e.g., ramps),  
accommodations (e.g., extra time), 
or auxiliary aids to ensure student 
access to education comparable to 
their peers.

• Can follow a student into higher 
education.
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Informed School Choice Regarding the Provision of 
Special Education, Related Services, and Supports under IDEA

Private Schools/Homeschools (Limited Basis): While private schools 
that do not receive federal funding are generally not required to provide 
special education services, public school districts must still dedicate a 
"proportionate share" of IDEA funds to provide some services to eligible 
children placed in private settings by their parents.

Public Schools: The IDEA must be followed by public schools, states, 
and other public agencies to provide eligible children with disabilities 
(birth through age 21*) early intervention services and a free, 
appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment, 
with parents actively involved in creating their child's Individualized 
Education Program (IEP).
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Do Private Schools have to Follow Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act?
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• If a private school accepts federal funds (e.g., student aid, grants, USDA 
food programs), it's considered a "recipient" and must comply with 
Federal laws.

• If a student qualifies, they must provide “minor adjustments,” such as 
preferential seating, extended time for tests, assistive technology, or 
note-taking help.

• They are not required to make major alterations to the curriculum, such 
as offering a reduced academic load or providing one-on-one aides.



Informed Choice Regarding Dispute Resolution 
Protections 
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Helping Parents of Children with Disabilities Make Informed 
Decisions about School Choice Options

What questions should 
parents ask to make 

informed decisions about 
their school choice 

options?
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Example Questions for Parents to Make Informed Decisions 
about School Choice

• What is child’s FAPE under the IDEA and what will be offered by the school under consideration? 
• What is the school’s philosophy on inclusion and access?  
• What is the role of the parent in determining the appropriate special education and services for the 

child? How do parents participate in educational decisions?
• Does the school under consideration have qualified staff (per credentialing standards of the state)?
• What does the district’s “proportionate share” of IDEA funds cover in the choice school for services 

(e.g., PT, OT, speech therapy, assessments)?
• What protections does the child have regarding discipline (e.g., suspensions, expulsions, 

seclusion, restraints, corporal punishment)?
• How are disagreements and disputes regarding the provision of special education, supports, and 

services resolved?
• How will records be maintained and privacy ensured?
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Resources
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CADRE’s Dispute Resolution Under Various Federal Laws Resource Page 
• Web resources
• IDEA, Section 504, Title II and FERPA Comparison Chart
• Graphics explaining differences between Section 504 and 

IDEA
• Links to government resources 

https://cadreworks.org/media/6717/download?attachment
23
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Booklets on IDEA Dispute Resolution Options in Parent-
Friendly Language

https://www.cadreworks.org/resources/cadre-

materials/idea-dispute-resolution-parent-guides

https://www.cadreworks.org/resources/cadre-
materials/idea-dispute-resolution-parent-guides 
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https://www.cadreworks.org/resources/cadre-materials/idea-dispute-resolution-parent-guides
https://www.cadreworks.org/resources/cadre-materials/idea-dispute-resolution-parent-guides


IDEA Dispute Resolution 
Parent Guide Companion Videos

IEP Facilitation Mediation

Videos are Available 
in English, Korean, 
Arabic and Spanish

Written State Complaints Due Process Complaints

https://cadreworks.org/resources/cadre-materials/idea-dispute-resolution-parent-
guides
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The Part B Dispute 
Resolution 
Comparison Chart

Also available 
in Spanish
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Stay Up-to-Date: Subscribe to CADRE’s Newsletter

• Upcoming Events
• New Resources
• Featured Continuum 

Practices
• Food for Thought
• Curated High-Quality 

Resources 

https://cadreworks.org/subscribe-cadre-e-newsletterhttps://cadreworks.org/subscribe-cadre-e-newsletter
27

https://cadreworks.org/subscribe-cadre-e-newsletter


CADRE’s “For Families” Page

www.cadreworks.org/for-families 
28

http://www.cadreworks.org/for-families
http://www.cadreworks.org/for-families
http://www.cadreworks.org/for-families


A Variety of Parent Resources
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Supporting families to 
Engage in the EIP/IFSP 
Process and Resolve 
Conflicts

https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts

This course is designed to increase 
your capacity to empower families to 
resolve conflict earlier, more 
collaboratively, and more effectively 
while informing them of their dispute 
resolution rights by leveraging 
CADRE's resources. 

Topics covered include:

• Communication
• Conflict Engagement
• Parental Rights Related to Dispute 

Resolution
• Responding to Dispute Resolution Calls
• Using CADRE Resources for Learning and 

Support

30

https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts
https://cadreworks.org/supporting-families-engage-iepifsp-process-and-resolve-conflicts


Additional Resources?

What other resources do 
you find useful when 
supporting parents 

considering school choice 
options?
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Contact 
Information

• Melanie Reese, Ph.D., Director 
• mreese@directionservice.org
• www.cadreworks.org
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