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• VISION - All families will have the resources and support 
they need to ensure that their children become fully 
participating and contributing members of our communities 
and society. 

• MISSION - To empower families and inform and involve 
professionals and others interested in the healthy 
development and education of children and youth, to 
enable them to become fully participating and contributing 
members of our communities and society. 

SPAN’s Vision & Mission

http://www.spanadvocacy.org/


• SPAN staff member selected as LTSAE Ambassador in May 2014; selected 
for second 2-year term (2016-2018).

• LTSAE NJ Focus

➢Leveraging partnerships to ensure that all efforts related to early 
developmental monitoring and screening are working together to 
compliment each other, maximize impact, and reduce duplication.

• Building on SPAN’s many existing collaborations, the LTSAE Ambassador 
has helped build and extend partnerships.

LTSAE Ambassador for NJ

http://www.spanadvocacy.org/


• Parent Training & Information (PTI) Center

• Family to Family Health Information Center-Family Voices

• Family WRAP: Project Care (Family Resource Specialists supporting families)

• NJ Statewide Parent to Parent (connecting families to emotional support)

• NJ Inclusive Child Care Project

• Partners for Prevention of Birth Defects & Developmental Disabilities

• Improving Pregnancy Outcomes (connecting women to critical services)

• Military Family Support 360 Center

• D70 Medical Home Systems Integration Project

LTSAE/SPAN Collaboration

http://www.spanadvocacy.org/


• State Agencies

– NJ Department of Health - Family Health Services

➢Special Child Health & Early Intervention Services

➢Improving Pregnancy Outcomes/Central Intake

– NJ Department of Children & Families

➢Help Me Grow; Project LAUNCH; Home Visiting; 

Children’s System of Care

– NJ Department of Human Services

➢Division of Development Disabilities, Office on 

Autism, Office for Prevention of Developmental 

Disabilities

NJ Act Early State Team 

http://www.spanadvocacy.org/


Other Organizations
• Boggs Center on Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD, LEND)

• NJ Council on Developmental Disabilities

• SPAN Parent Advocacy Network

• Governor’s Council for Medical Research & Treatment of Autism

• Center of Excellence on Autism at Montclair State University

• American Academy of Pediatrics-NJ Chapter

• Disability Groups (Autism NJ, POAC, Autism Family of Services, 

the Arc)

NJ Act Early State Team 

http://www.spanadvocacy.org/


Parent-led training initiatives to increase awareness of 
importance of developmental screening using validated tools:

• 2012 - 2014: Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs)

• 2014-2016:  Head Start and other early childhood programs

NJ’s Act Early State Implementation Grants

http://www.spanadvocacy.org/


Learn the Signs. Act Early.

www.cdc.gov/ActEarly
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County-Specific Flow Chart 
http://rwjms.rutgers.edu/boggscenter/projects/ActEarlyFlowCharts.html

http://rwjms.rutgers.edu/boggscenter/projects/ActEarlyFlowCharts.html






• Community of Care Consortium (COCC) Meetings 
➢ Early & Continuous Screening Workgroup co-chaired by LTSAE 

Ambassador & HMG/ECCS Coordinator

• LTSAE Collaboration with HMG/ECCS
➢ LTSAE Ambassador is the parent lead for the state-level 

improvement team

• Infant Child Health Committee (ICHC) Meetings
➢ LTSAE Ambassador provides updates at each meeting

➢ LTSAE Ambassador & other SPAN staff participate on workgroups

Aligning LTSAE with Early Childhood Systems  

http://www.spanadvocacy.org/


Learn the Signs. Act Early.

www.cdc.gov/ActEarly
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NJ’s Child Developmental Passports







• Overall

– Helps raise awareness of SPAN as a resource for programs serving 

young children and their families

• NJ Inclusive Child Care Project: 

– Early Childhood Challenge added focus on training families and early 

childhood providers on importance of and strategies for screening

– Resources to share with early childhood providers

• PTI & F2F: 

– Resources to share with families in addition to connecting them to early 

intervention when their children “fail” a screen or when parents notice 

apparent developmental delays

Benefits to other SPAN programs



“ACT EARLY”

TO

HELP ME GROW!!

Thank You!
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Executive Co-Director CDC’s Act Early Ambassador to NJ
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network Statewide Parent Advocacy Network
diana.autin@spannj.org deepas@spannj.org
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