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Learning Objectives

Part 1 

 Participants will 

 become familiar with the Division for Early Childhood (DEC)

 become familiar with the DEC Recommended Practices (RPs)

 be introduced to the ECTA Center’s Suite of Resources that support family 
and professional use of RPs 

Part 2

 Participants will understand how to use the resources in their daily work to 
support families.



What Is DEC?  
 The Division for Early Childhood (DEC) of the Council for 

Exceptional Children (CEC) is an international membership 
organization for those who work with or on behalf of young 
children (0-8) with disabilities and other special needs and their 
families. 



What Does DEC do for Families? 

 DEC promotes policies and practices that support families and 
enhance the optimal development of young children (0-8) who 
have or are at risk for developmental delays and disabilities.

 DEC provides guidance on EI/ECSE practices related to better 
outcomes for young children with disabilities and/or delays, their 
families, and the professionals who serve them. 



What are the DEC Recommended 

Practices (RPs)? 

 A DEC initiative that bridges the gap between research and practice, offering 
guidance to parents and professionals who work with young children who 
have or are at risk for developmental delays or disabilities.

 The primary goal of the Recommended Practices (RPs) is to inform and 
improve the quality of services provided to young children with or at risk of 
disabilities or delays and their families.

 Practices represent the “essential”, “biggest bang” or highest leverage/impact



Topic Areas Addressed in DEC RPs
There are 66 Recommended Practices organized in 8 topic areas.

 Leadership (14) 

 Assessment (11)

 Environment (6)

 Family (10)

 Instruction (13) 

 Interaction (5)

 Teaming and Collaboration (5) 

 Transition (2)



Role of DEC aRPy Ambassador



What DEC aRPy Ambassadors Do
 Bring awareness to the existence of the DEC Recommended Practices 

and share information about the materials and products that support 
the implementation of the practices. 

 Collaborate with local, regional and state entities to promote 
awareness and use of the DEC Recommended Practices to improve 
systems, services, and outcomes for young children with or at risk for 
disabilities and their families.



Find an Ambassador
aRPy Ambassador Program

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/arpy_ambassadors.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/arpy_ambassadors.asp


Getting Started with the RPs

 The Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) has 
developed a suite of free resources available to support practitioners, 
families, and professional development providers in the use of the DEC 
Recommended Practices. 

 Key TA products include: 
 Performance Checklists for practitioners

 Practice Guides for practitioners

 Practice Guides for families



Tools to 

Help You 

Use the 

RPs



Tools to 

Help 

You 

Use the 

RPs

Description of the Practice

Video example of the Practice

Performing the Practice

Illustrative vignette

Recognizing success



More Tools to 

Help You Use 

the RPs

Mobile Access for 
Practice Guides



Got Challenges, or Dilemmas?
There’s a Recommended Practice 

for that!

Wondering how these resources 

support the work of Parent Centers?
Be sure to watch Part 2.



Resource List
 DEC Recommended Practices (RPs) https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-

practices

 DEC aRPy Ambassadors https://ectacenter.org/decrp/arpy_ambassadors.asp

 Practice Improvement Tools http://ectacenter.org/decrp/

 Performance Checklists http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-checklists.asp

 Practice Guides for Practitioners http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-
pgpractitioner.asp

 Practice Guides for Families (English) http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-
pgfamily.asp

 Practice Guides for Families (Spanish) http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily-
sp.asp

https://www.dec-sped.org/dec-recommended-practices
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/arpy_ambassadors.asp
http://ectacenter.org/decrp/
http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-checklists.asp
http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgpractitioner.asp
http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily.asp
http://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily-sp.asp


Thank you!
 Allison Jones, Early Childhood TA Center (ECTA) allison.jones@unc.edu

 Stephanie Moss, Parent to Parent of Georgia-Region B PTAC/ECTA

Stephanie@p2pga.org

mailto:allison.jones@unc.edu
mailto:Stephanie@p2pga.org

