
Center for Parent Information and Resources

The webinar will begin shortly.

Just the Facts: A Primer on Finding and Using 
IDEA Section 618 Data

Welcome!

1. Open and close your control panel.

2. Join audio:
Choose Mic & Speakers to use VoIP
Choose Telephone and dial using the 

information provided
If you are joining the audio by telephone mute 

your computer speakers

3. Submit questions and comments via 
the Questions panel.

Note: Today’s presentation is being recorded and the 
link will be sent to you when it is available.

Attendee Participation



Webinar Housekeeping



Questions
Your Participation

� Please continue to 
submit your text 
questions and 
comments using 
the Questions 
panel.

� Please raise your 
hand to be 
unmuted for verbal 
questions.

Note: Today’s presentation is being 
recorded, and the link will be sent to 
you when it is available.
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Agenda

�What are the IDEA 618 data? 

�How does OSEP use the IDEA 618 data? 

�Where are the IDEA 618 data published?

�What are some of the considerations when using the IDEA 618 
data? 

�How do I access and use the IDEA Section 618 data? 

�Other IDEA Section 618 data products

�Other data on children with disabilities



OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICESOSEP6

Introductions

�How familiar are you with the IDEA Section 618 data? 

�How comfortable are you with using Excel? 

�How comfortable are you with using data to answer 
questions? 
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IDEA 618 Data
� Part B 

• Child count & Educational Environments
• Exiting
• Personnel
• Discipline
• Assessment
• Dispute Resolution
• Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Reduction and Coordinated Early Intervening 

Services (CEIS)

� Part C
• Child Count and Settings
• Exiting
• Dispute Resolution 
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How does OSEP use the IDEA 618 data? 

�To monitor State implementation of IDEA. 

�To report on the implementation of IDEA to Congress & the 
public.

�To assist in determining priorities for funding technical 
assistance and monitoring.

�To meet the requirements of Section 618 of IDEA.
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How do we publish the IDEA Section 618 data? 
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Data Product: Description:
IDEA Section 618 State Level Data 
Files

CSV Data Files:
Large csv data files broken out by data collections

IDEA Section 618 Static Tables Excel Data Files: 
Topic-specific Excel tables broken out by collections and subgroups, some 
including population percentages

Annual Report to Congress Print/ PDF/ Webpages: Overview of 618 data providing key highlights of data, 
state and national key data, and 10-year trends of data

Fast Facts Infographics: 
Interactive, topic-specific conversation starters

IDEA Part B Data Display and
IDEA Part C & Part B 619 Data Display

State-Specific PDFs: 
Presentations of individual state data, frequently compared to national data
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Where are IDEA Section 618 data published? 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/index.html

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/index.html
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IDEA Section 618 Data Products: State Level Data Files

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-level-data-
files/index.html

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/state-level-data-files/index.html
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How many children with disabilities 
receive special education and related 
services in the US? 

Using State Level Data Files: An Example
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IDEA Section 618 Data Products:  Static Data Tables

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html
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What percentage of children with 
disabilities receiving special education 
and related services are Black or 
African American in my state? 

Using Static Table Files: An Example
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Annual Report to Congress (ARC) on the Implementation of IDEA

�Purpose:  to report annually on the progress made toward 
the provision of free appropriate public education to all 
children with disabilities and provision of early intervention 
services to infants and toddlers with disabilities
• Required by statute

• Includes 618 data and 616 data (Annual Performance Report data)
• http://www2.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/osep/index.html
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http://www2.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/osep/index.html
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How has the percentage of infants 
and toddlers Birth through age 2 
served under IDEA, Part C changed 
over time?

Using the ARC: An Example
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Accessing longitudinal data in the ARC
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What should I consider when using the IDEA Section 618 data? 

� State level aggregate counts

� Suppressions 

� Anomalies evident in the data

� Changes to data collections over time

� Data documentation 
• https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/collection-

documentation/index.html#datadocs

� Data notes 
• https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/collection-

documentation/index.html#datanotes

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/collection-documentation/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/collection-documentation/index.html
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OSEP Fast Facts
• OSEP Fast Facts: Children 3 through 5 Served 

Under IDEA Part B Section 619

• OSEP Fast Facts: Black or African American 
Children With Disabilities

• OSEP Fast Facts: American Indian or Alaska 
Native Children With Disabilities

• OSEP Fast Facts: Infants and Toddlers With 
Disabilities

• OSEP Fast Facts: Children Identified With 
Emotional Disturbance

• OSEP Fast Facts: Children Identified With Autism

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-children-3-5-20
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-black-or-african-american-children-with-disabilities-20/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-american-indian-or-alaska-native-children-with-disabilities-20/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-infants-and-toddlers-with-disabilities-20/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-children-IDed-Emotional-Disturbance-20
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-children-with-autism-20/


OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICESOSEP20

How does the percent of the 
population receiving special 
education and related services in my 
state compare to other states? 

Using Fast Facts: An Example
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IDEA Data Products: Part B Data Displays
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IDEA Data Products: Part C & Part B 619 Data Displays
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How to access the data displays…

1. Go to https://osep.grads360.org/#p=19

2. Enter “data display” into the Keyword Search field. 

3. Select the state “Part B profile” or the “Part C Profile” that 
you are interested in.  

https://osep.grads360.org/


OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICESOSEP24

How does the percent of Hispanic 
infants and toddlers receiving early 
intervention services in the Home 
setting in my state compare to the 
nation? 

Using Data Displays: An Example
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Does ED publish other data on children with disabilities? 

�ED Data Express
• https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/

�Civil Rights Data Collection  
• http://ocrdata.ed.gov/

�Common Core of Data – Elementary/ Secondary 
Information System (ElSi)
• http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/

25

https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/
http://ocrdata.ed.gov/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/
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Using State Level Data Files: Step by Step

�How many children with disabilities, ages 6-21, are identified 
as having autism in my state? 
1. Go to the IDEA Section 618 Data Products: State Level Data Files 

webpage. 
2. Go to Part B:  Child Count and Educational Environments section. 
3. Click on the year of interest. 
4. Filter column B to your state. 
5. Filter column C to “Total, Age 6-21”. 
6. Filter column D to “autism”. 
7. Look at number in column AM. 
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Using Static Tables: Step by Step

�What proportion of infant and toddlers, birth through age 2, 
receiving Part C services are Black or African American in my 
state? 
1. Go to IDEA Section 618 Data Products:  Static Tables webpage.
2. Go to Part C:  Child Count and Settings static tables section. 
3. Go to static table 5 “Number and percent of infants and toddlers 

receiving early intervention services under IDEA, Part C, by age and 
state and race/ethnicity.”

4. Click on the year of interest. 
5. Go to the “RE_AGES_0-2_P” tab of the Excel file. 
6. Look at column E for your state.
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Using Static Tables: Step by Step 2

�Where are the majority of children with disabilities, ages 3-5, 
receiving services in my state and nationally?
1. Go to IDEA Section 618 Data Products:  Static Tables webpage.
2. Go to Part B:  Child Count and Educational Environments static tables 

section. 
3. Go to static table 12 “Number and percent of children ages 3 through 5 

served under IDEA, Part B, by educational environment and state.”
4. Click on the year of interest. 
5. Go to the “AGE3TO5_EDENVIRONMENT_ALL_P” tab of the Excel file. 
6. Look at figures in the rows for your state and “US, Outlying Areas, and 

Freely Associated States”.
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What other IDEA section 618 data 
products would be helpful for parents? 

Feedback:
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OSEP IDEA Section 618 Data Questions

osepideadata@ed.gov

Contact Us:

mailto:osepideadata@ed.gov
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OSEP
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Questions?
Comments?

Next Steps?



Center for Parent 
Information and Resources

Your feedback helps CPIR improve.

Please take a moment 
to complete a very brief survey 

about the usefulness of this webinar to you.

Thank you for attending!


